
YELLOWHEAD COUNTY

Anyone who has stopped by 
any of the recycling centres 
used by County residents on 
any given day knows that they 
can be very busy places.

At the centre of this whirl-
wind of activity is Carrot 
Creek area resident Anne Au-
riat, manager of the Edson 
and District Recycling Depot. 
Over the years, Auriat has 
been instrumental in how the 
depot has greatly benefitted 
County residents. 

Back in 1990, Auriat was the 
Yellowhead County Coun-
cil representative on a local 
environmental committee 
investigating how to start a 
low-key recycling program for 
the Edson area.

Since that time Anne has be-
come the manager, oversee-
ing significant growth with 
the addition of numerous 
services; including the collec-

tion of toxic waste, electronic 
waste, and yard and garden 
waste. 

Another area that has seen 
significant growth over the 
years, and one that Auriat is 
particularly proud of, is the 
education programming of-
fered through the society. 

These programs include com-
posting and recycling ses-
sions held throughout Yel-
lowhead County and in Edson; 
and hosting school fieldtrips 
for County schools. Along 
with schools, the recycling 

society also works with other 
community organizations,  
including the Youth Soccer 
organization and Reflections. 

Auriat believes that having 
a wide base of organizations 
working together helps when 
you hit road-bumps along the 
way. “The more groups you 
can involve, the stronger your 
community is,” says Auriat.

The depot in Edson and the 
two recycling centres in the 
hamlets continue to be heav-
ily used by County residents. 
Currently the Edson depot has 
outgrown its current capacity 
and the society is building 
a new centre to house the 
‘Take-it-or-Leave-It’ program. 
The two centres in the ham-

lets have seen significant use 
since being introduced last 
year.

One reason for all the com-
munity  participation from 
residents is in part due to the 
forward thinking done by the 
society and embraced by the 
general public. 

“Our biggest strength is being 
forward looking,” says Auriat. 
“If you’re not changing and 
evolving you’ll be left behind.”

I nitially the Edson and Parkland depots served as centres for Yellowhead County residents to bring 
their recycling to, but in the past year the County has expanded services to include depots in both 

the hamlets of Evansburg and Wildwood; and a new pilot project that takes agriculture waste in for 
recycling.  (See page 8.)

NEW THINGS CoNTINuE To TakE 
SHaPE aT RECYCLING CENTRES

Learning how recycled items make their way back to useable 
items at the Wildwood Recycling Centre.

It is estimated that 
residents can expect 
to see about a 60% 
reduction in their 
waste that would 
normally go into 
the landfill.

YellowheAd CountY helps fund:

•	 wildwood ReCYCling CentRe

•	 evAnsbuRg ReCYCling CentRe

•	 edson & distRiCt ReCYCling depot
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earlier this year Council 
passed a new policy  
to better manage snow re-
moval on Yellowhead Coun-
ty’s roads. The Snow Removal 
policy specifies timeline re-
quirements, and snow accu-
mulation amount for snow 
and ice removal. 

The policy  also lists which 
roads receive priority for 
snow and ice removal.

Yellowhead County’s aim is to 
maintain municipal roads so 
they’re in a safe condition in 
all weather conditions. This 
is done to the best of their 
ability depending on weather 
conditions and available re-
sources. 

The objective of the Coun-
ty is to clear snow from all 
roadways within four days 
after the end of a storm. 
The purpose of this policy 
is to establish that during  
bad weather, there will be sit-

uations when the immediate 
demand for snow and ice con-
trol services will exceed the 
County’s resources. The policy 
maximizes the efficiency of 
snow removal operations and 
resources.

Snow and ice removal servic-
es are not intended to elimi-
nate all hazardous conditions 
at all times, but are intended 
to assist vehicles which are 
properly equipped for win-
ter driving and where drivers 
are operating their vehicles 
by using good winter driving 
practices.

Snow removal and ice control 
operations differ throughout 
the County due to types of 
terrain, precipitation, temper-
ature, wind and Chinooks, and 
other environmental factors. 

Regardless of these influ-
ences, the County works 
to keep roads in a safe 
and passable condition.

Graders: Grader snow removal 
will occur at the end of a 
snowstorm, or sooner if snow 
accumulation reaches 10-
15 cm (4-6 in) on roadways. 

• Gravel collector roads
• Gravel local roads
• Hamlets
• Fire hall accesses
• Approaches to private 

driveways
• Community facilities 

(halls/arenas)

plow trucks: Plow truck snow 
removal operations should com-
mence before snow becomes 
packed by traffic, or when snow 
accumulations exceed 3 cm. 

• Paved collector roads
• Paved local roads and  

subdivisions
• Hamlets

For the full policy and to see 
where snow removal is not 
done by the county go to:  
www.yellowheadcounty.ab.ca
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YellowheAd CountY intRoduCes new poliCY AiMed At getting 
RoAds CleARed of snow And iCe in the quiCKest And Most 
effiCient wAY possible.

generally, snow and ice control will be carried out 
based on the following order of priorities:

Road Snow Plow Policy UPdated

YouR CounCil
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Residents are reminded to remove 
and clear away all snow and ice 
from their sidewalks.

Everyone needs to do their part 
to keep neighbourhood sidewalks 
clear. 

Residents are responsible for clear-
ing any snow and ice that falls on a 
sidewalk adjacent to their residence  
within 24 hours of the snow or ice being  
accumulated. 

If you have any questions please contact  

Yellowhead County Municipal enforcement at 

780-723-4800 or toll free at 1-800-665-6030.

• Get a freshly cut tree. It will stay green 
longer and be less of a fire hazard. Try 
to pick a tree with a strong green colour 
and noticeable fragrance. 

• Always test for freshness before buying. 
A tree with high moisture content is safer. 
Very few needles should fall when the butt 
of the tree is tapped on the ground; nee-
dles should bend, not break; and the trunk 
should be sticky to the touch with resin. 

• Cut the bottom of the tree two to four 
centimeters diagonally to help absorb 
water. 

• Place the tree in a stand that will hold 
2-3 litres of water and top it up daily. 

• Place your tree away from heat sources 
such as a fireplace, television, a sunny 
window or heat vent. The heat will dry 
out the tree causing it to be more easily 

ignited by heat, flame or sparks. 

• A live tree can be used for a period of two 
weeks. After that even the freshest tree 
can start to dry out. 

• When the tree becomes dry, discard it 
promptly.

• never put tree branches or needles in a 
fireplace or wood-burning stove. 

•	 School buses initiate the amber lights to clear a pick up zone.

•	 This warns drivers that they will need to slow down and stop.

•	 Once the buses flashing red lights have been turned on, all 
traffic must stop - in both directions. The flashing red lights 
tell students that it is safe to cross the road.

•	 Remember to use extra caution during  
early morning and late afternoon when it is 
darker outside or during fog, snow or other 
weather conditions that limit visibility.

Yellowhead County employees and contractors will be hard at work 
this winter making sure that the County  roads stay safe and clear for  
everyone travelling on them. Please be courteous when driving 
behind Graders. Leave adequate room between you and the grader, 
slow down and be aware when you see their flashing yellow lights 
ahead.

Stay Safe thiS winter!  

ChRistMAs tRee fiRe sAfetY foR the holidAYs
SPecial fiRe Safety PRecaUtionS need to be taken when keePing a live tRee in the hoUSe.

Thank-you for 
your co-operation!

Snow Removal 
On Sidewalks

sAfe winteR dRiving And sChool 
bus sAfetY tips. 
dRiveRS – PleaSe RemembeR theSe RUleS of tRaffic Safety:

STOP FORSCHOOL BUS

BOTH DIRECTIONS
WHEN SIGNALSARE FLASHING



4

As of August 2012  
wildwood hAs beCoMe A 
MuCh quieteR hAMlet. 

Since 2004, Yellowhead Coun-
ty, with input from hamlet res-
idents, has been working with 

Transport Canada and Cn to 
ensure all legal and safety 
requirement were in place so 
that trains can travel through 

the hamlet whistle free.

One of the many steps that 
needed to be addressed before 
trains could go through Wild-
wood without having to use 
their whistles as a warning to 

traffic and pedestri-
ans in the area was 
upgrading the cross-
ing on 50th Street in 
the hamlet. 

The costs for the upgrades 
were estimated at $214,400, 
with the County required to 
foot the 100% of the bill for 

the upgrades with ongoing 
maintenance split 50-50 be-
tween the County and Cn.

The crossing improvements 
at 47th and 50th Street were 
completed in 2010.

The next step in the process 
was to notify the four em-
ployee unions and have Cn 
and Transport Canada con-
duct a safety review on site.  

Additional work was request-
ed to ensure the safety of any-
one crossing the rail line in 

the hamlet. It was determined 
that fencing along the train 
tracks throughout the hamlet 
was needed.

After a long and onerous  
process, the requirements 
from Cn, Transport Canada, 
and the four employee unions 
were completed by Yellow-
head County, allowing for 
trains to travel through the 
hamlet without more than 
the hardly noticeable click-
ety-clack of the wheels and 
the flashing lights of the new  
automated crossings. 

For anyone who has found the use of Engine Retard-
er Brakes in hamlets too loud can now remove their 
earplugs. Traffic Bylaw 21.12 now restricts the use of 

Engine Retarder Brakes in 
County hamlets.

Signs notifying drivers of 
this new bylaw are posted 
at the entrances to the 
hamlets. 

This bylaw is congru-
ent with the Edson and 
Hinton Engine Retarder 
Brakes bylaws. 

An independent study completed 
this year took a critical look at 
policies, practices, and planning 
for the county’s Transportation 
Department that manages the 
county’s 2,300 kilometres of roads.

The report looked at current prac-
tices, interviewed staff and coun-
cil, and looked at municipalities 
of similar sizes for comparison.

The report concluded “there are a 
number of issues that exist with 
the structure and processes of 

the Transportation Function.”

Yellowhead County will be acting 
on the recommendations made in 
the report to deal with communi-
cations issues, inspection sched-
ules, organizational and staffing 
issues, and other concerns.

The full report, as well as more 
information on steps the Coun-
ty will be taking to address 
these issues can be found at:     
www.yellowheadcounty.ab.ca/
transportation-review

rAIL crOSSING cLOSUrE cOMPLETE
all QUiet on the wildwood fRont 

hit the Road jake
AiR bRAKes bAnned in hAMlets

TRaNSPoRTaTIoN auDIT
CouNTY LookS aT FIXING HoLES FouND IN REPoRT
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T his past September a 
group of Yellowhead 

County youth attended the 
STAY (Skills & Training 
Awareness for Youth) Upright 
program put on by Yellow-
head County. 

STAY Upright is a free pro-
gram put on by Yellowhead 
County that educates youth 
and parents on the dangers 
of using ATVs of an inappro-
priate size. 

The workshop, which took 
place at the McLeod Valley 
Recreation Area in Peers, was 
open to youth ages 12 to 16, 
and was designed to evalu-
ate their riding skills in a 
controlled setting with pre-
determined safe riding tasks 
while being observed by their 
parents and instructors.

Participants started-off with 
a brief classroom session out-
lining the basics of safe Off-
Highway Vehicle (OHV) own-
ership and operation. 

They then took the OHVs 
through a series of stages 
where instructors provided a 
safe environment where they 
were able to develop impor-
tant riding skills. This allowed 
their parents to see their chil-
dren’s skill level and how well 
they were able to handle their 
ATVs.

The class was very beneficial 
for building awareness of 
OHV safety for both the par-
ticipants and their parents, 
and it will likely run again 
next year so that more youth 
are able to participate in the 
program.

storage of dangerous goods 
can be allowed on a property 
in a Rural Industrial District 
within Yellowhead County on 
a case-by-case basis follow-
ing a risk assessment review 
specific to that property. 

The bylaw gives definitions 
that differentiates between 
dangerous goods and other 

industrial goods. 

These dangerous goods  
include, but are not limited to 
explosives, flammable liquids 
and solids, toxic substances, 
corrosives,  and miscellani-
ous products, substances 
considered to be dangerous 
to life, health, property, or the  
environment.

the new off-highway vehicle (OHV) bylaw Council passed has in-
creased the fine amounts for illegal use of off-highway vehicles 
within the county. 

Illegal use of off-highway vehicles within the county includes:  
exceeding maximum speed limits on municipal highways and 
hamlets, operating during restricted hours, and not traversing 
through a hamlet by the most direct means possible. 

The bylaw did not include requirements for helmet use while op-
erating an off-highway vehicle within Yellowhead County.

All OHV fall under this bylaw; including quads, dirtbikes, and 
snowmobiles.

The full bylaw amendment can be found at: 
w w w.ye l l ow h e a d co u n t y.a b . ca / d e p a r t m e n t s / 
planning-a-development/land-use-bylaws
Look for Bylaw 18.12 in 2012.

STAY-UPrighT 
SAfeTY CoUrSe 
foR yoUth

dangeRoUS goodS defined 
coUncil PaSSeS bylaw to contRol the 
StoRage of dangeRoUS goodS.

fineS incReaSe foR  
ohv miSUSe
fineS incReaSe to $100 foR each offenSe 
that can be fined UndeR thiS new bylaw.
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niton jUnction iS the aRea’S main hUb foR both ReSidentS 

and tRavelleRS along hwy. 16. located within the hamlet 

aRe  SeveRal amenitieS inclUding a School, Swimming Pool, 

ReStaURantS, gaS Station, and camPgRoUnd.

Just 4 kilometres north of niton Junc-
tion is where the original settlement, 
now referred to as Old niton, was lo-
cated. Old niton was a major centre lo-
cated along the railroad. It consisted of 
a school, post office, a store, stockyards 
for shipping cattle by rail, and other 
businesses & services. Today there is 
a historical museum where the Old  
niton townsite used to be. 

niton Central School is proud to be 
one of the few schools in Canada with 
the honour of flying the U.N. flag. The 
school is an official UNESCO school 
because of their commitment to  
addressing world concerns through 
various projects they take part in.

The small rural communities of Car-
rot Creek and Mackay are located near  
niton and contribute to the fabric of the 
community. All areas share a historical 
commonality in their agricultural and 
forestry resource background.

The cowboy church is 
believed to have start-
ed when many of the  
cowboys were attend-
ing rodeos on the week-
ends and began meeting  
during the week for 
church services

Also located in niton is Yellowhead 
County’s Green Grove Swimming 
Pool, a popular outdoor pool which 
has classes, lessons, and community 
events throughout the summer. Local 
residents love to use it as a place to 
cool down in the summer, get some 
extra exercise, and socialize with their 
neighbours.

Yellowhead County Station no. 8 (ni-
ton Fire Hall) is an 18 member sta-
tion, with new members invited to 
join the volunteer department any-
time. Training takes place every Tues-
day. Station no. 8 is one of the most 
active fire halls in the county.

An extensive write-up of the history 
of niton area can be found in the 
local history books put together by 
longtime residents of the area. 

Like many communities throughout 
the County there are many histori-
cal treasures and stories to be found.  
Make sure to get out there and start 
exploring your County.

Located east of niton Junction are 

the county owned campgrounds: 
nojack (located just off of Hwy 16) 
beta lake (15 km north on Hwy 751)
More campground information on the 
Yellowhead County website.

NIToN JCT.
Yellowhead County has eight fantastic  
hamlets to explore, each with their own 
unique attributes and character. 

Yellowheadlines is featuring one of the County 
hamlets each issue, and showcasing all the things 
to see and do there.

PEoPLE FRom aLL ovER aTTEND
THE FamouS CoWboY CHuRCH 
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Yellowhead County family and Community support  
services provides grants to organizations providing 
services and programs that are preventive in nature,  
enhancing the social well-being of individuals and  
families through promotion or intervention provided at the 
earliest opportunity.  

Grants are based on a program/project/
service meeting one of the following criteria:

•	Help people develop independence, strengthen coping 
skills and become more resistant to crisis.

•	Help people to develop an awareness of  
social needs.

•	Help people to develop interpersonal 
group skills which enhance constructive  
relationships among people.

•	Help people and communities to assume responsibility for 
decisions and actions which affect them.

•	Provide supports that help sustain people as active  
participants in the community.

Deadlines for grant applications, as well as decisions, are:
grant deadline:  decision:
december 18, 2012  January 15, 2013
February 19, 2013  March 19, 2013
April 16, 2013  May 21, 2013
June 18, 2013  July 16, 2013
August 20, 2013  September 17, 2013
October 15, 2013  November 19,  2013

If your group or program is interested in applying for a grant 
from FCSS, please contact the East  
Services Office in Wildwood at 1-800-814-3935.

wildwood JR. CuRling
October 24 – dec 19, 2012
Wednesdays 3:45pm – 5:15pm
no Registration Fee
Ages 8 & up
Must bring clean running shoes

ChRistMAs CheeR pRogRAM
Make a gift basket with homemade cookies, Christmas  
ornaments and a hand-made card, wrap it in tinsel and bows, 
and then head out to spread some Christmas Cheer while 
we randomly distribute our gifts throughout the community.  
Pre-registration is required to ensure enough supplies are  
purchased. 

Marlboro
Marlboro Hall
Friday, December 7, 2012
10:00am – 3:00pm
Registration Deadline: november 30, 2012

wildwood
Wildwood Yellowhead County Office
Sunday, December 16, 2012
10:00am – 3:00pm
Registration Deadline: December 7, 2012

Registration Fee $10/participant (lunch is included).
Ages 8 & up 
(Younger participants are welcome 
if accompanied by a parent or guardian)

bAbYsitteR sAfetY 
CouRse

Ages 11 & up
Registration Fee $10
Please bring your own lunch.
niton Junction 
January 2 & January 3, 2012
10:00am – 3:00pm
seba beach 
January 2 & January 3, 2012
10:00am – 3:00pm

fcSS gRantS winteR fcSS
commUnity eventS

yellowhead coUnty family and commUnity SUPPoRt SeRviceS
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yellowhead coUnty agRicUltURal film and twine Recycling Pilot PRoject continUeS

Yellowhead County farmers can now recycle their un-
wanted twine and agricultural film by participating in 
this free pilot project. Yellowhead County, through its 
Agricultural Services Department, is one of only a few 
communities throughout Canada currently participating 
in the project. 

“Farmers are always looking to make smart choices 
for their farms and for the environment.” says Jennifer 
Benson, Agricultural Services Supervisor of Yellowhead 
County. “By offering this pilot with CleanFARMS, we are 
able to help farmers do this.” 

CleanFARMS, an industry-led national not-for-profit ag-
ricultural waste management organization, is heading 
this pilot project with support from Yellowhead County 
and the Recycling Council of Alberta (RCA). 

“Farmers don’t want to send materials to landfills, but 
there are limited options for agricultural film and twine.” 
says Barry Friesen, general manager of CleanFARMS. 
“We’re hoping that this pilot leads to a successful per-
manent program that is easy for farmers to use and that 
will allow us to preserve valuable landfill space.”

Farmers are invited to return their unwanted agricultural film, 
including silage cover, bale and silage wrap, greenhouse film, 
and twine to participating sites. All materials must be clean, 
dry, separated and bagged. For more details on the project visit 
www.cleanfarms.ca .

Collection bags are available free of charge at the Edson  
Recycling Depot or the Yellowhead County East Services Centre. 
Grain bags, net wrap and feedbags are not currently accepted.

TWINE - Bag it in clear plastic bags.
Available free of charge at the Edson Recycling 

Depot or Yellowhead County East Services Centre.

AG FILM - Bag it in super sacks.

Printed on recycled paper

Yellowhead farmers can recycle
AG-FILM and TWINE this summer

P r o u d l y  s p o n s o r e d  b y :r e d  b y :

IT’S FREE AND EASY! For more infomation call 877 622 4460 or visit  www.cleanfarms.ca 

SEPARATE and bag it RETURN 
To your nearest participating transfer site:

 +  +
SHAKE
To remove debris

Only clean, dry, separated and bagged twine, bale/silage wrap, greenhouse film and mulch film will be accepted.

NOT ACCEPTED: Grain bags, net wrap, feedbags, pesticide/fertilizer containers

Wildwood
Parkcourt

Peers
Edson Recycling Depot

CLEAN
AG-FILM

ONLY
CLEAN

TWINE
ONLY

ag Recycling Pilot Project

collectionS take Place at the  
following locationS: 

•	 Wildwood - NE 16-53-09-W5

•	 parkcourt - SE 35-54-08-W5

•	 peers - NW 10-54-14-W5

•	 Edson Recycling depot - 5237 1st ave. Edson

To learn more, visit: 
•	 www.cleanfarms.ca
•	 www.recycle.ab.ca
•	 www.yellowheadcounty.ab.ca

Only clean, dry, separated and bagged twine, bale/silage wrap, greenhouse film and mulch film will be accepted.
NOT ACCEPTED: Grain bags, net wrap, feedbags, pesticide/fertilizer containers
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“This will, unfortunately, be 
the last year that the Prai-
rie Shelterbelt Program will 
be offered to rural Canadian 
residents,” says Sonja Pichette, 
Yellowhead County Agricultur-
al Services Coordinator. 

Earlier this year the Federal 
Government made the deci-
sion to cut funding for this 
program and it will be can-
celled after the 2013 season. 

The Federal Agri-Environment 
Services Branch’s (AESB) Prai-

rie Shelterbelt Centre of-
fers free trees and shrubs for 
landowners with five or more 
acres. 

This program is aimed to im-
prove the performance and 
sustainability of the agricul-
tural sector by providing free 
trees and shrubs to landown-
ers for establishing shelter-
belts on their agricultural 
land. 

“The shelterbelt program of-
fered to rural landowners is 

an excellent way to spruce up 
your farm or acreage while 
maintaining good conserva-
tion practices,” says Pichette. 

This has been a very success-
ful and well-utilized program, 
with over 87,000 trees ac-
cessed by Yellowhead County 
over the last five years. 

This past spring Council sent 
a letter to the Federal Minis-
ter of Agriculture requesting 
the continuation of the Prairie 
Shelterbelt Program.

The program promotes envi-
ronmental and economic ben-
efits of integrating trees with 
agricultural systems through 
research, extension and pro-
vision of seedlings to prairie 
farmers and other eligible cli-
ents. 

For more information on 
the AESB Prairie Shelterbelt  
Program please contact Agri-
cultural Services in Wildwood 
at (780) 325-3782 or toll free 
at 1-800-814-3935.

Over 15 years ago kevin and 

Myrna Field wanted a way to 

help pay for their children’s post-

secondary education. knowing 

that they had some time before 

they would need the cash in 

hand they began planning. 

“It was a vision,” recalls kevin. 

“We went out with our sons and 

planted trees. Then we waited.”

In reality, they had more to do 

than just wait – the initial few 

years included making sure the 

trees weren’t overtaken by grass 

and other natural growth. This in-

cluded constant 

mowing around 

the seedlings 

until they were 

strong enough 

to survive on 

their own. 

The trees were planted using Al-

berta’s nursery stock seedlings, 

and now vary in size from four 

to twenty feet in height. Over the 

years the Field’s have developed 

ten acres of trees consisting of 

a number of varieties, includ-

ing Colorado Spruce and Blue 

Spruce. The spring and fall are 

a busy time for the business, as 

these are the times of year that 

the trees are moved from the 

farm to their new locations, but 

one of the most 

popular times 

throughout the 

year on the 

Field’s farm is 

the first week-

ends in Decem-

ber leading up to Christmas. 

If you head to the farm during 

this time of the year you’ll be 

able to take a sleigh ride, have 

some hot chocolate and cook-

ies by a warm fire and a chance 

to either chop down your own 

Christmas tree or select from one 

of the pre-chopped trees ready to 

go.

Having started out as a family 

business, kevin is excited to see 

families coming out to their farm 

to take part in this Canadian tra-

dition of going out and getting 

your Christmas tree from where 

it was grown. “We’ve had four 

generations of a family out here 

for a sleigh ride,” recalls kevin. 

“Grandkids up to a great, great 

grandma.”

To find out when you can bring 

your family out the Field’s 

farm for sleigh rides and get-

ting your Christmas tree go to 

www.fieldandtrees.com or call 

780.728.5172 or 780.723.2889. 

The farm is located 22 kms. east 

of Edson and north of Hwy. 16 on 

53501A Range Road 153.

lAst ChAnCe foR fRee tRees!  
agRicUltURal ShelteRbelt PRogRam cancelled afteR 2013

YHC IndustrY Feature:

FIELD & TREE FaRm
highlighting sMAll & lARge businesses opeRAting in YellowheAd CountY

“It was a vision. We 
went out with our sons 
and planted trees. 
Then we waited.”

- Kevin Field

See our 
Xmas Tree safety 

tips on page 5.
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Recreation Program & Event Grant
•	 Registered	 non-profit	 groups	 will	 be	 

eligible to apply for funding up to $2000 
for programs and events that provide 
cultural,	fitness,	sport	and/or	other	recre-
ational opportunities to the community.
Grant Deadlines: December 31, march 
31, June 30, September 30,  (quarterly)

Recreation Initiatives Fund
•	 Registered	 non-profit	 groups	 will	 be	 

eligible to apply for funding for new ini-
tiatives in recreation and culture facilities, 
programs and services that will have on-
going	benefits	to	the	community.

•	 Grant Deadlines: December 31, march 
31, June 30, September 30,  (quarterly)

 

Community Hall/outdoor amenity  
Capital assistance Grant
•	 Registered	 non-profit	 groups	 will	 be	

eligible to apply for funding assistance 
with capital projects which could include 
renovations, repairs, furniture purchases, 
equipment purchases, new facility, new 
outdoor amenity, etc.

•	 Grant Deadlines: September 30 and 
March 31 (semi-annual)

Community Hall/outdoor amenity  
operational Grant
•	 Registered	 non-profit	 groups	 will	 be	 

eligible for operational assistance if 
they are operating a community hall or  
outdoor amenity

•	 Grant Deadlines:  march 31 (annual)

Yellowhead County is 
taking the lead for a pro-

vincial initiative that aims to 
identify and understand how 
the young children in the Ed-
son area are developing social-
ly, emotionally, intellectually 
and physically.  

This initiative, provincially 
known as ECMap (Early Child-
hood Mapping Initiative), has 
been working with schools 
throughout the province to 
assess kindergarten chil-
dren’s school readiness. The 
mapping is based on interna-

tionally recognized indicators 
of development.  

Understanding early de-
velopment and the factors 
that influence development 
will help Canadians at every 
level - from parents to edu-
cators,  community members, 
service providers and policy 
makers - to create the nur-
turing environments that 
young children need. Yellow-
head County, in conjunction 
with other area groups and 
organizations, will bring the 
results of the area assess-

ments (known as Early Child-
hood Development Indica-
tors, EDI’s) to the community 
to be reviewed, as well as to 
decision makers and policy 
setters.  

This coalition of groups and 
organizations has been de-
veloped to ensure that com-
munities are able to accept 
the results of the EDI’s, un-
derstand their full meaning, 
communicate the results, and 
use the information for policy 
making, and program and pri-
ority setting.

If you have an interest in 
early childhood development, 
programming, or making your 
communities inviting and in-
clusive for families and chil-
dren, you are encouraged to 
participate in these ECMap 
activities.  

Additional information on 
upcoming activities will be in 
newspapers or you can con-
tact the FCSS program at the 
Yellowhead County East Ser-
vices office in Wildwood at 
1-800-814-3935.

Yellowhead County 
Photo Contest

$2300 in Prizes

Win cash and Have Your photo displayed On The county Website!
Three categories to enter:
people - photos that show people enjoying the events, family activities, rec-
reation, or volunteer opportunities in Yellowhead county.
places - photos that show the beauty of Yellowhead county from the pem-
bina River to Jasper park gates and south to cadomin. Show us all the great 
spots out there!
production and progress - photos that show agriculture, industry, and 
business activity in Yellowhead county.
Entry forms and contest rules are available on the Yellowhead County 
website www.yellowheadcounty.ab.ca or at either County offices. 
contest deadline: September 30, 2013

RecReation PRogRam 
and event gRantS
Upcoming deadline December 31, 2012.

The next application deadline for all grant submissions is December 31, 2012. 
Applications can be found at www.yellowheadcounty.ab.ca or picked up at 
the county offices in Edson or Wildwood. 

For more iNFO contact crystal McNernie at 780-723-4800 OR 1-800-665-6030.

yellowhead coUnty on boaRd with PRovincial eaRly childhood initiative
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On wednesday August 15, 2012, over 200 Wildwood resi-
dents stepped up to create a book brigade that would 

transport all the books from the old Wildwood Library to 
its new location a few blocks away. Volunteers and library 
staff stood shoulder-to-shoulder to pass the library materi-
als along the human chain as the items made their way onto 
the shelves in their new home.

Included in the chain were young children, as well as older 
residents who were able to help by using chairs to sit down 
as they passed the books along. 

At final count, there were well over 200 volunteers, includ-
ing members of the Yellowhead County Fire Department 
and library staff, and Yellowhead County councillors, who 
were on-hand to help with the move. 

Participants came from as far away as British Columbia and 
the U.S. to lend a hand.

“Once instructions were given and everyone was in place 
the whole thing only took two and a half hours to move the 
library’s 12,000 items into the new building,” recalls Mayor 

Soroka. “It was an impressive 
effort from the community.” 

After the move, everyone was 
able to enjoy hamburgers 
and hotdogs cooked up by 
the Wildwood Fire Station’s 
firefighters outside the new 
library. Local musicians pro-
vided entertainment for ev-
eryone during the barbecue. 
The library staff then had the 
task of organizing all the books, movies and other supplies in 
their newly renovated library.

The	 official	 Grand	 Opening of 
the new library was held on 
September 19, 2012. In atten-
dance was the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of Alberta, Yellowhead 
County Councillors; members of 
the Yellowhead County Library 
Board; FOWLS (Friends of the 
Wildwood Library),  and many 
other guests involved in the 
past and present operations of 
the Wildwood Public Library.

Yellowhead County Council approved the renovation costs to 
the new building in their 2011 budget; additional funding to-
wards the renovation of the new library came from the Yel-
lowhead County Library Board, a grant from the Alberta Lottery 
Fund’s Community Facility & Enhancement Program, and the 
Friends of Wildwood Library Society.

“The whole thing  

only took two 

and a half hours… 

It was an impres-

sive effort from  

the community.” 

- MAYOR GERAld SOROkA

WILDWooD LIbRaRY HumaN book 
CHaIN movE: FIRST IN aLbERTa



Feel free to contact Yellowhead County’s 
Chief	 Administrative	 Officer	 or	 Directors	
with questions, concerns or comments.

Jack Ramme
– Chief Administrative Officer

Barb Lyons
– Director of Corporate and Planning Services

Don O’Quinn
– Director of Infrastructure Services

Debbie Charest
– Director of Community and Protective Services

After Hours Utilities Emergency Number: 780-723-3221
Visit the Yellowhead County website – it’s a quick 
and effective way to get the information you need 
on municipal programs and services.

Yellowhead	County
780-723-4800
1-800-665-6030
Fax:	780-723-5066

Hours	of	Operation
Monday	to	Friday
8:00	a.m.	to	4:30	p.m.

Office	Locations
Edson	Office	(Main)
2716	-	1st	Avenue
Edson,	AB	T7E	1N9

Wildwood	Office
53404	Rge	Rd	92A
Wildwood,	AB	

Visit www.yellowheadcounty.ab.ca

A fire is no fun... but practicing fire safety can be. Putting 
together a fire escape plan can be quick and fun, and doing it 
with the whole household ensures that everyone knows how 
to get out in a fire.
 
Send us your escape route and enter to win a wii. The rules are easy:

1. Draw	a	floor	plan, showing all doors and windows. 
Graph paper works well, but any paper will work.

2. visit each room and find two ways out, then mark 
them on your plan.

3. Choose	a	 specific	outside	meeting	place a safe 
distance from the home and mark it on the es-
cape plan.

4. Mark	all	the	smoke	alarms	and	fire	extinguishers	
and escape ladders.

More details can be found on the Yellowhead county website at  
www.yellowheadcounty.ab.ca/2waysout . 

Submissions can be emailed, faxed, mailed in or dropped off at one of the  

Yellowhead County offices. Submissions must be sent by December 14, 2012. 

One submission per household.

2 wayS oUt 
fiRe eScaPe Plan conteSt
Create a home fire escape plan with 2 Ways Out of 
every room and discuss it with the whole family and 
submit it to Yellowhead County for a chance to

win a wii!


