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 This past summer the Hamlet of Evansburg celebrated it's 100th 
Anniversary, as  the community of under 1000 saw its population 
swell to close to 3000 for this fantastic day event. With this buzz of 
activity, many stories were told to old friends, new residents, and 
younger family members. Two key people helping keep the stories 
of the area alive are Hazel Fausak, and her husband Fred. 

Starting in the 1960s Hazel began working with other members of 
the community to retain some of the history that was beginning 
to disappear with the changes taking place in the area. According 
to Hazel they started up the local museum “to preserve what was 
around because it was starting to go quite fast.” Thanks to the 
group’s efforts, the museum now has a good collection of antique 
farming equipment, old buildings including a train station and an 
old Scout Lodge, as well as numerous collections of artifacts that 
have continued to grow over the years, making it necessary to 
expand the number of buildings that house the items. 

One of the things that the Fausaks have noticed is the disconnect 
that many of the younger generations have with their food nowadays. 
A benefit of the Tipple Park Museum is that children coming on 
school fieldtrips from different parts of Yellowhead County get to 
see examples of how their food used to be made. Visitors get to do 
different hands-on projects, such as making butter out of cream, 
making candles, and washing clothes on a washboard.

This past fall Hazel was awarded the Leadership Award at the 
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Alberta Museums Association (AMA) Annual Conference in 
Edmonton. She received the award for her help in creating the 
Evansburg Tipple Park Museum and her contribution to the Foley 
Trail, a history book of the Evansburg and Entwistle areas. During 
the collecting of the stories for the book Hazel says the toughest 
part was getting everyone to submit their stories. “People would 
cross to the other side of the street when they saw me coming,” she 
recalls. “But, everyone was happy once the book was published and 
their stories were included in it.”

While the Tipple Park Museum is not yet an accredited AMA 
museum, work is being done to see this happen. A committee has 
been formed to make sure all the policies required by AMA are 
in order for accreditation to take place. With the AMA Leadership 
Award given to Hazel, it seems that Tipple Park Museum may be 
one step closer to becoming an official AMA museum, a goal that 
it seems Hazel Fausak has been unknowingly working towards a 
good part of her life.
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In 2010 Yellowhead County Council reviewed a strategic 
plan to move ahead with a municipal heritage project. 
Community input was solicited through meetings held in 
Brule, Robb, Marlboro, Pinedale, Peers, Niton, Wildwood and 
Evansburg to determine community places of historical 
interest. A road tour was conducted into the Coal Branch area 
and administration participated in a Heritage Tour conducted 
for the Evansburg 100th Anniversary celebration.

A Heritage Advisory Board was formed which would provide 
community involvement in the planning required under 
the Municipal Heritage Partnership Program. The Heritage 
Advisory Board provides ongoing community input to 
recommend sites that are to be surveyed, inventoried, and 
eventually designated. A formal municipal heritage survey of 
sites built in 1960, or prior, will be conducted.

A grant application for funding was submitted to the Municipal 
Heritage Partnership Program. Notification has been received 
from the Minister of Culture and Community Spirit that the 
Alberta Historical Resources Foundation has approved a 
matching grant for the completion of the County’s municipal 
heritage survey. This grant was made possible by the Alberta 
Lottery Fund, which provides an annual allocation to the 

Alberta Historical Resources Foundation.
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Leadership West Yellowhead is a community leadership train-
ing program hosted by Community Futures West Yellowhead 
consisting of an Opening and Closing retreat and 6 learning 
days that take place between April and October.  Residents 
of the West Yellowhead region are encouraged to apply for 
this unique educational opportunity starting April 2012 
that is based in the communities of Jasper, Hinton, Grande 
Cache, Edson as well as Woodlands and Yellowhead counties.  
Retreats and Learning Days are located throughout Yellow-
head County on a monthly basis.  

Learning Days are led by a variety of dynamic and skilled 
facilitators. Many days include one or more guest speakers 

and focus on topics such as project management, collabora-
tive leadership, leading change, authentic communication 
and teamwork.

Leadership West Yellowhead has some exciting opportuni-
ties coming to Yellowhead County over the next year.   If 
you are a community group or an individual interested in 
learning opportunities in your area, please contact us.  In 
addition to program participants, we are looking for groups 
who are interested in developing Community Action 
Project Proposals and for individuals who would enjoy  
becoming a mentor.

For more information or for an application, please contact 
Nancy Robbins, Program Coordinator at nancy.robbins@
cfwestyellowhead.com or go to our website at www.leader-
shipwestyellowhead.com. Deadline for applications is March 
1, 2012.

Leadership West Yellowhead



2011 Final Budget 
Adopted and Tax Rate Set 
The 2011 Final Budget for Yellowhead County is $107,190,018

Capital expenses    $50,974,539

Operating expenses    $48,375,996 

Amortization expense on tangible capital assets. $7,839,483 

The budget includes operating costs, as well as capital 
costs. Capital projects for the upcoming year include road 
re-gravelling initiatives, as well as paving for the Pinedale 
Connector Road; and the set-up for recycling facilities that 
will enhance the current level of service for Wildwood 
and Evansburg, as well as the new fire hall in Robb.

As the majority of county roads are gravel, a great amount 
of planning and resources are devoted to keeping them in 
a safe and maintained condition. The majority of the 
county’s budget is allotted to infrastructure – $9,417,080 
budgeted for transportation operating costs, and 
$10,253,042 towards capital projects for transportation 
projects; with an additional $37,077,086 going specifically 
towards capital projects for road and bridge construction.

Council: 1%

Corporate & Planning 
Services: 12%

Community & Protective 

Services: 15%

Infrastructure Services: 72%

DEPARTMENT EXPENDITURES

BUDGETED EXPENDITURES 

Capital 
Expenses

48%

Operating  
Expenses

45%  

Mortization expense on 

Tangible capital assets 7%

2010 Financial Statement 
The 2010 Financial Statement showed the County to be 
in good financial standing and that there were no issues 
or concerns. Copies of the Financial Statement are either 
available at the front desk of the County offices, or online 
at the County website.

Some of the 2011 capital projects include:
• Long Lake Road 
• Pinedale Connector Road
• Evansburg/Wildwood/Cadomin/Peers Street 

Improvements 
• Robb Fire Hall 
• Niton curb and gutter  
• Rehabilitation of the Wolf Creek Bridge and 

Mcleod River Bridge

There are no changes in 2011 for the General Municipal 
Tax Rate, but the rate for the School Requisition collected 
on behalf of the Province went up, while the Seniors 
Requisition amount went down.

Taxes collected from property owners and businesses are 
based on their property assessments.
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Teamwork. Courage. Training. And Commitment. 

www.yhcfirefighters.com

Andrew Kencis
Russian Orthodox Priest. Community Leader. 

 
    And a Yellowhead County Volunteer Firefighter.

It takes everybody.

What does it take to be a Yellowhead County Volunteer Firefighter?

Contact Fire Chief Cory Chegwyn or your local Fire Chief 

if you’re interested in finding more about becoming a 

Yellowhead County Volunteer Firefighter. 1-800-665-6030 
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Peers celebrates its 100th Centennial in 2011 
with celebrations culminating during the 
Peers Annual Gold Dust Daze July 30, 31 & 
August 1, 2011. Peers, which is home to many 
local farmers, was first settled by pioneers 
from the western part of the US in the early 
20th Century. It was first established as a farm-
ing community, with three dairy farms near 
the hamlet – however, farm consolidation in 
1941 decreased the number of homesteaders 
and resulted in larger but fewer farms. Today, 
Peers remains a strong agricultural commu-
nity.

Peers has an assortment of very active com-
munity groups, such as the local Agricultural 
Society, the Peers Curling Club, the Peers 
Silver Thread Club, and the Peers Pre-school. 
The Peers recreational facilities play host to 
numerous community events, such as the 
Tea and Bake Sale hosted by the Peers Silver 
Threads Club. This event includes plants for 
sale, a silent auction, and prize draws as well 
as tea, coffee, and homemade baked goodies. A 
great opportunity to visit with old friends and 
meet new ones.

Peers population is 113 living in 55 residences 
with a land base of 1 km2. Located in Peers is 
Yellowhead County Fire Station 7. The station 
is run by volunteers from the community of 
Peers and the surrounding area.

The Yo-Ho Museum in Peers is operated by 
Bill and Isabella Dixon. Some of the items 
you will find there include: a 1917 hand-built 
cabin; clothing, furniture and collectables 
from the 1920’s or earlier; over 32 antique 
cars; and a Cochin-Saw (aka Jig-Saw) pat-
ented in 1876. The museum opens the last  
weekend of May.

Of course, the families that have been in the 
area since it first became its own community, 
and those who have moved to there since that 
time, are the people who have helped Peers 
build and sustain its identity. The area was 
once recognized for the gold in the nearby 
McLeod River. Peers witnessed the excitement 

Yellowhead County has eight fantastic hamlets to explore, 
each with its own unique attributes. In the upcoming 
newsletters we will be featuring each hamlet and 
showcasing all the great things to see and do there.

of gold in their own backyard which brought 
a buzz of excitement during the 1940’s and 
saw a gold dredge set-up to help pan for gold. 
This is still celebrated today during the Peers 
Gold Dust Daze. Every August Long-Weekend 
Peers celebrates the community’s roots and 
relives the thrill of the gold discovery in the 
area during this event.

One family that has seen Peers grow into the 
hamlet it is today is the McGuire family, which 
has owned land there since 1910. Ina and 
Ernest “Tiny” McGuire were one of the first 
residents of Peers, and had a gold claim and 
dredge in the area. Wayne McQuire, the son of 
Ina and “Tiny”, who held the honourary title 
of the “Mayor of Peers”, grew up with the pio-
neer spirit and the search for gold in his veins. 

Yellowhead County has implemented numer-
ous capital projects that will benefit the resi-
dents of Peers and area for years to come; 
including the Peers Street Improvement 
Project, which consists of new storm sewers, 
curbs, gutter, sidewalks and pavements 
throughout the hamlet; and the rehabilitation 
of the McLeod River Bridge, originally built in 
1954.

How to get there:

Drive east along Hwy. 16 
from Edson and then turn 
north on Hwy. 32, drive 
about 8 kilometres and 
look for the big  
Peers sign.

PEERS

The Rosevear Ferry
Being a stop on the railroad was only one 
of the contributing factors to creating the 
Hamlet of Peers – the nearby Rosevear 
Ferry continues to play a significant role in 
the uniqueness of Peers and the surround-
ing area. The first settlers of Alberta used 
this ferry in order to be able to cross the 
railhead that was being built at that time. 
The Rosevear Ferry has been in operation 
for nearly one-hundred years and is one 
of only seven ferries remaining in Alberta 
today and it's free! 

How to get there: Go north off Highway 
16 on Range Road 154, also known as the 
Rosevear Road. Or you can take Secondary 
Highway 748 north east of Edson and then 
south on Range Road 154.
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Mountain pine beetles pose a significant threat 
to Alberta’s pine forests. Once attacked, healthy 
pine trees can die within one year.

Albertans play an important role in managing 
the mountain pine beetle infestation in the prov-
ince. Albertans should monitor pine trees on their 
property and remove any mountain pine beetle 
infestedpine trees.

Early detection and control is critical in manag-
ing Alberta’s MPB infestations and preventing 
further spread.

Check Your Pine Trees For Signs Of Mountain 
Pine Beetle

•  Pitch tubes: Creamy globs of resin called pitch tubes will be 

found on the bark. This is the pine tree’s natural defence to 

“pitch” the beetle out. Beetles are sometimes caught in the 

creamy coloured resin.

•   Sawdust: The beetles’ boring results in fine sawdust at the 

base of the tree and in bark crevices.

•  Discoloured Needles: Green, healthy needles will turn 

yellow, orange, bright red and then brown as the tree weak-

ens and dies as a result of successful beetle attack. Discol-

ouring occurs the year after the attack and by the time the 

needles are red, the beetles have matured and left the tree. 

Within another year or two, the dead needles fade to gray.

•  Woodpeckers: As the mountain pine beetle population in a 

pine tree increases, so does woodpecker activity (holes in 

trees, flaked off bark).

•  Galleries: Mountain pine beetles create j-shaped galleries 

that begin above the entrance hole and run along the grain 

of the wood. Larvae bore galleries that run horizontally 

from these galleries.

•  Blue-stain fungus: Sapwood turns blue because beetles 

carry spores of blue-stain fungus that stains the sapwood a 

grayish blue colour.

DISPOSAL OF INFESTED TREES:  
BEFORE ENGAGING IN THESE ACTIVITIES, 
YOU MAY CHOOSE TO CONSULT YOUR LOCAL 
TREE PROFESSIONAL. THESE  ACTIONS CAN 
BE POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS AND ARE NOT 
GUARANTEED.

MOUNTAIN PINE BEETLE
WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Stand and Peel: Using a knife, carefully peel the bark away 

from entry holes, exposing the beetles under the bark  

to the cold.

Removal and Disposal: Each beetle infested tree may con-

tain enough beetles to infest multiple healthy trees. It is 

extremely important to remove and dispose of infested 

trees prior to mid June, when mature beetles begin to 

emerge and fly to new sites.

Beetle infested trees cannot be transported unless they 

are debarked. Infested bark should be chipped, burned 

or buried to ensure adults and larvae are destroyed.

These steps will minimize the risk of damage to forests 

by insects or disease, the transport of logs and other 

forest products cut from coniferous trees is regulated 

under provincial legislation. Directives can be viewed 

at www.mpb.alberta.ca

Prevent Further Infestation:

The following steps that can be taken to mini-

mize the risk of mountain pine beetles infest-

ing pine trees on your property and to prevent  

further spread.

Keep your trees healthy: Mountain pine beetles are 

more likely to attack stressed pine trees. These trees 

may have been topped, poorly pruned, injured, root 

damaged or are suffering from drought.

Remove trees and thin pine stands: You may remove 

or thin pine stands on your property by removing 

trees so the crowns do not touch. You may also want 

to consider diversifying your tree types to include 

other species of trees and age classes.

For Sensitive Sites And For Smaller Areas:

Pheromone Repellents: Verbenone is a pheromone 

that can be used to help prevent attacks on healthy 

pine trees. Verbenone is a naturally occurring chemi-

cal that mimics the scent beetles emit when a tree 

is heavily infested. The chemical can cause mountain 

pine beetle to avoid attacking healthy pine trees. Ver-

benone is specific to mountain pine beetle and is not a 

pesticide. This tool can be effective when beetle popu-

lations are low.

For more information visit mpb.alberta.ca

If you suspect that you have MPB on your 
property, please contact Yellowhead County 
Agricultural Services at 1-800-814-3935 to have 
a survey completed.



Thursday August 18, 2011 - 
Sunday August 21, 2011
The Athabasca River Voyageur Canoe Brigade will celebrate 
David Thompson's travels through our area on the Athabasca 
River in 1810 and 1812. The event will also recognize the 
importance of the Athabasca River as the main artery of the 
fur trade and the voyageurs that followed David Thompson's 
initial travels in the western Yellowhead County area. 

The four day long trip and festivities will cover over 130kms, 
and will also help promote recreational paddling on the 

Athabasca River and showcase the natural beauty of 
the Athabasca River.

While many of the participating teams will be 
comprised of members from the area nearby, there 
will be teams taking part that come from as far 
away as Rocky Mountain House and Canmore.

On the second leg of the trip, Brule will be 
home to the paddlers for the night as they 
make their way into Yellowhead County. 
At approximately 4 pm that afternoon the 
paddling teams will make their entrance 
at the north end of Brule Lake, by where 
Solomon Creek flows into the lake. Event 
organizer Rick Zroback says this will be 
“one of the most impressive and inspiring 
scenes to witness as all the canoes 
come across the horizon alongside each 
other. It’ll be a great photo and viewing 
opportunity for spectators to witness.” 

That evening’s festivities in Brule will 
include musician and songwriter Laura 
Vinson and Free Spirit which will most 
likely include her song about Charlotte 
Small, David Thompson’s wife. The next 
morning’s events will include canoe races 
on the lake before the teams continue on 
with their journey.

“The word of the day is fun”, reminds 
Zroback. “We’re also looking to promote 
that this is part of the Canadian tradition, 
and part of the area’s history – we’re 
trying to pass the word on about this part 
of Canadian heritage.”

Thursday August 18, 2011 – Jasper 
registration and campout at Snaring 
River Overflow

Friday August 19, 2011 – 53 kms from  
Jasper to Brule

•  Approximate 7 hour paddle with two crew 
changes at Twelve Mile Bridge and Disaster 
Point  and Tour of Jasper House National 
Historic Site. 

•  Campout and Social Events at Brule 

Saturday August 20, 2011 

•  Brule Lake Race to start the day 

•  17 kms from Brule to Hinton , approximate    
3 hour paddle with one crew change

•  Camp out  at Junior Forest Wardens 
Campground and Social Events in Hinton

•  Day 4 - Sunday August 21, 2011 – 54 kms from 
Hinton to Emerson Creek Bridge 

•  Approximate 7 hour paddle with one crew 
change at the Obed Mountain Mine Bridge

•  Small ceremony and farewell social for 
participants at the mouth of Obed Creek

Day 4 - Sunday August 21, 2011 – 54 
kms from Hinton to Emerson Creek 
Bridge 

•  Approximate 7 hour paddle with one crew 
change at the Obed Mountain Mine Bridge

•  Small ceremony and farewell social for 

participants at the mouth of Obed Creek

Athabasca River Voyageur Canoe Brigade
Day 
1

Day 
2

Day 
3

Day 
4

Voyageur Route

Day 1 - Jasper

Day 2 - Jasper/Brule 65 kms

Day 3 - Brule/ Hinton 24 kms

Day 4 - Hinton/
Emerson Creek
Bridge 50 kms
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Yellowhead County is partnering with Hinton 
Wood Products as part of the Foothills Recreation 
Management Association (FRMA). County funding 
will assist in the operation of this program, which 
manages 15 campgrounds and 8 trail systems 
within Yellowhead County – adding to the outdoor 
recreation opportunities for both locals and visitors.

FRMA campsites are located throughout the County 
and have a wide range of campground types 
available – the various sites have a variety of fishing, 
hiking, quadding and other recreational activities 
available. This partnership will help to improve the 
trails, washrooms, shelters, roadways, fire-pits in the 
campsites, as well as signage and parking areas for 
the trail systems. 

Having these sites throughout the County 
encourages campers to use these designated 
camping areas, thereby helping to alleviate the fire 
risks and environmental damage associated with 
random camping. It will also provide recreation 
opportunities to all types of outdoor enthusiasts, 
including ATV users, horseback riders, and mountain 
bikers, to name only a few.

Bear Lake 
•  By far our most popular 

campground
•  Great for families
•  Great playground, really 

nice beach area
•  Always busy

Foothills Regional Management Association

Campgrounds & Trails

2011 Campground Update & Overview
Some of the new projects slated for 2011 Camping Season 
are new picnic tables, signage, and bear proof garbage bins 
will be put into various County campgrounds. Gravel and 
other roadwork, as well as ongoing tree and brush removal, 
will be done to enhance visitor’s experiences. The County 
has seven campgrounds and two day-use area.

Shining Bank Lake
•  Another great family spot
•  Big lake, plenty of room 

for boaters and skiers, etc
•  Nice playground as well
•  Second most popular to 

Bear Lake

Long Lake
•  A quieter County 

campground
•  Good for fishing and 

boating
•  Playground on site
•  Usually not full

Some of the sites include the popular Gregg Cabin 
and Rock Lake campgrounds, as well as the Wild 
Sculpture Trail – a popular hiking trail that accesses 
large wind-sculpted hoodoos in Sundance Provincial 
Park. FRMA campsites are well maintained and come 
with free firewood. Campsites cost only $11/night 
(with the exception of Rock Lake at $16/night and 
group campgrounds at $105/night.) 

Brochures are available at County offices and tourism 
centres throughout the County -  these brochures, 
produced by FRMA, cover a wide range of  
information, such as what trails and activities are 
available at each site.

Reservations can be made by phoning the 
campground maintenance contractor "Fox Creek 
Development Association". They can be reached at 
780-865-2154 (between 8 am and 5 pm Monday to 
Friday), or by e-mail at foxsk@telusplanet.net.

More information on the recreational opportunities 
and specific campground services is available at 
http://www.westfraser.com/hintonforestry under the 
recreation link.

Riverside
•   Appeal is that it’s right 

next to the river
•  Easily accessible to high-

way access
•  Smaller and more 

intimate, only 8 sites

Jerry Vanderwell 
Memorial 
Campground
•   river is accessible 

through path along river
•  Large campsite, rarely full
•  Great for groups wanting 

to camp together

Beta Lake
•  Secluded, little campground: 

only 9 sites
•  Good little fishing spot
•  Lake is small but can still 

have motorized boats
•  Quiet place

Nojack
•  Highway rest area
•  Great stopover campground 

for commuters

Maps and more information 
are available at 
www.campyellowhead.com



With the weather starting to warm up, more and more people 

are getting geared up to head into the great outdoors. The 

increase in recreational land users makes it more important 

than ever for everyone to enjoy what the local wilderness 

has to offer in a safe and responsible manner. Where and how 

people enjoy their outdoor ventures, such as quadding and 

camping, will affect many of the other outdoor recreational 

activities they enjoy. 

Alberta Sustainable Resource Development (ASRD), Alberta 

Tourism Parks and Recreation (ATPR), the RCMP, and 

Yellowhead County will be combining efforts to reduce 

illegal activity and negative environmental impacts on public 

lands throughout the summer. Starting the May Long Weekend 

there will be an increase in patrols and check stops in high 

use and areas popular for random camping such as Cadomin, 

Robb, Grande Cache, and the Brule Sand 

Dunes. “Typically over the long weekends we 

see a pretty dramatic increase in Off-Highway 

Vehicle offences, as well as illegal dumping and 

abandoned campfires at random camping areas,” 

said Stefan Bittner, Forest Officer with ASRD.

All Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) users on public 

land are required to have a valid registration, and 

insurance with them at all times; as well as a valid 

license on County roads. OHVs must have a license plate 

displayed, functioning headlights, taillights, muffler and spark 

arrestors.

The recent wet weather has made for less than ideal ground 

conditions in many areas – the ground may be prone to 

rutting, and erosion will be a concern around waterways. 

Stay on the trails, and when crossing water proceed directly 

across by the shortest route; do not drive up and down or 

back and forth through the watercourse. Bittner also points 

out, “A lot of people don’t realize that driving through 

wetlands, streams, or rivers can directly impact their other 

hobbies; tearing through stream beds and muddying water 

can impact local fish populations.” Being aware of where and 

how you drive will help ensure you and others have a place 

to enjoy for years to come. 

When travelling within Yellowhead County OHV, users 

must follow OHV bylaws. Maximum speeds are 30 km/h in 

Hamlets and 50 km/h on County roads. “Use of OHVs is only allowed 

between the times of 8:00 AM and 11:00 PM and you can only travel 

from your residence directly to the nearest trailhead,” adds Jason Ore, 

Yellowhead County Peace Officer. Operating OHVs on a numbered 

highway is also not permitted.

Follow these tips to make the most of your Long Weekend:

•  Plan ahead and know the area where you are 

travelling 

•  Know the rules and regulations for the different 

areas you plan to visit

•  Stay on defined trails 

•  Pack out everything you packed in 

•  Respect other users of trails including wildlife 

•  Make sure your campfire is completely out 

before you leave your site 

•  Don't drink and drive 

•  Ride OHVs safely, responsibly and have fun 

Useful Links:

Sustainable Resources Development
•  www.srd.alberta.ca

•  www.yellowheadcounty.ab.ca/enforcement.html

•  includes: 

•  Be Safe On Your OHV Know The Rules  

Of  The Road Brochure

 •  Off-Highway Vehicle Bylaw

Respectful use of the land 
benefits all outdoor activities

8
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Yellowhead County is expanding the recycling services cur-

rently offered in Evansburg and Wildwood. Funding that pre-

viously went to cost sharing with Parkland County will now 

go directly towards recycling initiatives within Yellowhead 

County.

The hamlets will be able to use the cardboard and newsprint 

bins already in place and any service gaps will be filled, giving 

the residents a more complete service within their hamlet. 

This centre will be a good starting point to spread recycling 

services to other areas within the county. 

www.yellowheadcounty.ab.ca/recycle.html

Benefits of Yellowhead County Recycling 
Programs
1500 tonnes of CO2 equals:

•  290 passenger vehicles for one year

•  3500 barrels of oil

•  20 tanker trucks of gasoline

•  Energy use of 125 homes

•  Carbon sequestered by 38,000 tree seedling over 10 years

Remember to Recycle

Many items that you may consider burning can be recycled. 

These items include

•  Plastic

•  Paper and cardboard

•  Metal materials

•  Used Oil

•  Tires

•  Beverage Containers

At Yellowhead County transfer stations you can recycle 

oil, antifreeze, cardboard and newsprint. The County also 

has contracts with the Edson (780-723-4002) and Hinton 

(780-865-1414) recycling depots which recycle items such as 

paper, glass, tin and plastic.

Over the past few years the Agricultural Service Boards 

(ASBs) and Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development 

(ARD) have been working cooperatively to control, with 

the hopes of eradicating, wild boars at large throughout 

the province. When running at large, these animals pose a 

threat to the safety of people and property and as such have 

declared a pest under the Agricultural Pests Act. 

Yellowhead County has recently entered into an agreement 

with Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development whereby 

individuals submitting wild boar at large ears will be 

reimbursed $50/pair of ears. Individuals will be required to 

complete a declaration before payment will be made.

Individuals wishing to participate in this program should 

contact their local fieldman  Jennifer Benson at Yellowhead 

County’s Agricultural Services Department.  This program 

will be reviewed on an on-going basis to ensure that the 

program is meeting the needs of the municipalities and is 

being effective in controlling the spread of wild boars at 

large.

•  This program will run from April 1, 2011 to  

March 31, 2014.

•  Individuals are eligible to receive $50 per pair of wild boar 

ears from the Program. 

To make an application, a person must: 

•  Present the wild boar ears to an Agricultural Service Board 

(ASB).   The Program will only accept pairs of ears.  Single 

ears, or partial ears, are not eligible; 

•  Give all mandatory submission 

information to the ASB; 

•  Submit a signed declaration. 

•   Individuals are not eligible 

for the Program if the 

animal was killed in a 

manner that contravened 

any laws (e.g. bylaws, 

trespass, firearms,  

animal welfare).  

Recyling in 
Evansburg & Wildwood

Program Assists in 
Wild Boar Control 
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Himalayan Balsam
Designation:  Prohibited Noxious

This beautiful weed has an annual life cycle.  It has shallow 
and fibrous roots which make it easy to hand pull.  It has 
showy, irregular, pinky-purple flowers and seed pods that 
explode when ripe, (seeds can shoot up to 10 meters).   
This plant is extremely invasive and out-competes desirable 

species.  

If you have seen any of these invasive ornamentals, or would like a full list of Noxious 
or Prohibited Noxious weeds and ornamentals, please contact Yellowhead County 
Agricultural Services in Wildwood at 1-800-814-3935.  

Common Baby’s Breath
Designation:  Noxious

This ornamental has a perennial life cycle.  Baby’s Breath has a 
woody root and stems with multiple branches.  In the winter, 
the stems break off and blow around like tumbleweeds, 
dispersing seeds everywhere.  This plant has numerous small 
white flowers with 5 petals.  Baby’s Breath can be controlled 

by hand picking and chemicals.  

Creeping Bellflower
Designation:  Noxious

Creeping Bellflower is an invasive ornamental with a 
perennial life cycle.  It has creeping roots and purple, bell 
shaped flowers.  One plant can produce 15 000 seeds each 
year.  The leaves are alternate and heart shaped.  Long term 
had pulling before seed set can help with control, however 
it is difficult to pull out the entire root system.  Mowing will 
not kill the plant, but it will prevent flowering and seed 

production.  

Yellow Clematis
Designation:  Noxious

Yellow Clematis is a perennial vine.  It has creeping roots and 
has woody, branched stems with deciduous leaves.  Flowers 
are yellow and bell shaped with 4 petals.  Numerous seeds 
with long, silky tails are produced.  Yellow Clematis is very 
aggressive once established.  Control measures include 

herbicides and hand pulling.

Is This in Your Garden????
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www.cleanfarms.ca

RINSE + REMOVE + RETURN

 

Recycle ALL your empty pesticide containers.

Getting involved is no cost to you, and it’s simple – 

FARMERS: TAKE ACTION!
It matters to your farm – it matters to you.

™

1.  Triple or pressure RINSE
         To ensure no product is wasted

2.  REMOVE caps and booklets

3.  RETURN them ALL to your local collection site

 
CleanFARMS™ are safe and healthy farms. Recycling your empty pesticide containers

protects your farm, your family, our health and the environment, and we need your help.

   Without these simple steps, your containers cannot be properly recycled.

For locations in your area, please visit our web site

Yellowhead County  
Fence Line Pilot Program
Yellowhead County Agricultural Services Board has approved a Fence Line Program 

to control Noxious and Prohibited Noxious weeds and encroaching brush along 

private fence lines adjacent to Yellowhead County roads and right-of-ways.

The Fence Line Program is a pilot project for 2011. This elective pilot will allow 

Yellowhead County owned vehicles and equipment to enter private land and apply 

herbicide from the fence line to gravel.  Sites will be pre-inspected to determine 

what equipment and herbicide selection is necessary.  The landowner will be asked 

to sign a release allowing the County access to the property and permission to use 

herbicide as agreed upon by the landowner and Yellowhead County Agricultural 

Services Staff. This program will be completed on a first come first served basis and 

at no charge to landowners. The County has added the Fence Line Program Pilot to 

enhance services to the residents of Yellowhead County in addition to the existing 

Roadside Vegetation Management Plan. 

Please contact Yellowhead County Agriculture Services  

in Wildwood to register for the Fence Line Program 1-800-814-3935.

Yellowhead County Agricultural Services Board has approved 

“Clean an Acre” Program to control Noxious and Prohibited 

Noxious weeds on private properties that have been inspect-

ed by Yellowhead County Agricultural Services Weed Inspec-

tion staff. 

The “Clean an Acre” Program is a pilot project for 2011. This 

elective pilot will allow Yellowhead County residents the 

opportunity to become familiar with selected herbicides 

and the use of backpack sprayers.   Landowners will be 

given a coupon for a pre mixed backpack of herbicide with 

their weed information package and compliance letter.   All 

inspected landowners will be given one coupon regardless 

of the amount of land owned.  Herbicide will be selected 

based on the weed inspection report.   The landowner can 

make an appointment with the Agricultural Services staff in 

Wildwood and after a short demonstration on calibration, 

product information and herbicide safety, will receive 

Yellowhead County Clean an Acre Pilot Program
a backpack sprayer with the mixed product and safety 

equipment to take home.  The landowner will be asked to 

sign a release acknowledging the training they have received 

and will be asked to return the backpack upon completion of 

application.  This program will be offered on a first come first 

served basis to landowners who have had weed inspections 

done on their property in the 2011 season at no charge. 

The County has added the “Clean an Acre” Pilot Program to 

enhance services to the residents of Yellowhead County in 

addition to the existing Weed Inspection Program.   Agricul-

tural Services staff hopes that this program will offer residents 

the opportunity to learn more about herbicides, application 

methods and safe use of herbicides.

Please contact Yellowhead County Agriculture Ser-

vices in Wildwood to register for the “Clean an Acre”  

Program 1800-814-3935.



Yellowhead County Plans For 
Future Tourism Opportunities ASB Equipment Rental

Equipment available Damage Rental
 Deposit Per Day

Cattle squeeze chute $100 $40

Corral panels (13 panels, 10 ft. ea.) $100 $20

Cattle weigh scale $100 $30

Boomless pull-type sprayer $250 $20 
(300 imp. ga.) w/handgun

Boomless slip-in-truck sprayer w/handgun $25 $20 
(125 imp. gal. Size 44"x56")

ATV sprayer (20 US gal.) w/handgun, 140"boom $100 $10

Backpack weed sprayer (3 Imp. gal.) $50 $5

Post pounders $150 $60

Cattle loading chute $100 $20

Calf Cradle $100 $30

Wire Coyote traps $50 $10/wk

Grasshopper Bait Applicator $50 $1

Cattle hoof trimming chute (motor driven) $100 $50

240 gallon water tank for shock chlorinating $50 $5

Munks cowlifter $100 $5

Seeder spreader (3 pt. hitch, PTO driven) $75 $20

Please note:

 All towable equipment is equipped with a 2 inch ball hitch, with the 
exception of the post pounder and the 300 gal. boomless type sprayers 
which have pin hitches.

Age Verification and RFID Gallagher Smart Reader HR3  
is available at:

West Central Forage Association, Evansburg 
Phone:  780-727-4447 $ 250.00 $  30.00

Yellowhead County, Edson Office 
Phone:  1-800-665-6030 $ 100.00 $  30.00

Rental equipment rules

1. Equipment is to be returned by 10:00 am the following day of rental

2.  Equipment is to be washed before returning. A minimum $20.00 
charge will be imposed for equipment returned unwashed.

3. A $15.00 fee will be imposed for equipment booked, but not picked up.

4. Equipment will be returned to the rental agent.

Agent: Ditner's Feed Service & Supply Ltd. 
Phone 780-325-3828

Events Calendar
Find out what's happening in Yellowhead County  
and Promote your Events Free!

Find out all the fun things happening in Your 
County, and promote your own events Free! 
Send all you info to info@yellowheadcounty.
ab.ca to have your event included or check it 
out at www.yellowheadcounty.ab.ca
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Yellowhead County, along with Alberta Tourism Parks and Rec-

reation, have partnered on creating an Area Structure Plan for 

the Overlander node. The Overlander node is approximately 

4,400 ha in size and is located about 15 kilometres west of 

Hinton on Highway 16, near the Jasper Park Gates. Within the 

overall node, four (4) smaller specific sites were identified for 

tourism opportunities. This area will provide the opportunity 

to capture the travelling recreation-goers, day trippers as well 

as destination guests. Alberta Tourism Parks and Recreation 

will fund approximately $75,000.00 towards the completion 

of this plan. An additional $75,000.00 will be funded by Yel-

lowhead County.

Future planning for tourism related economic development 

in Yellowhead County will help to create diversity of indus-

try while encouraging sustainability for both economic and 

environmental factors.

Area Structure Plan For The Overlander Node
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Yellowhead County Agricultural Service Board would like to 

extend congratulations to Doug and Tammy Fossheim, the 

2011 AMA Farm Family Award winners. Doug and Tammy Fos-

sheim’s application was approved by the Agricultural Service 

Board as Yellowhead County’s nomination and submitted to 

Northlands for the Farm Family Award.

The AMA Farm Family Award has been awarded to farm fami-

lies for 43 years who are deserving recognition for both their 

agricultural and community involvement.  Numerous families 

throughout the County have been nominated and recognized 

for their achievements since 1968.

The family farm has been operating since the mid 1940’s 

when Doug’s father purchased the family quarter for $450.00 

he then married and began to raise a family.  For a wedding 

gift the young couple was given ten sheep and as the years 

went by their small family farm began to grow with the needs 

of a growing family.  

“We take pride and work hard for what is ours.  As we 

take a look around us we can see a home which keeps us 

from the elements of the changing weather, a beautiful 

treed yard that has had many young feet running through 

it. (Many cows have also run through our yard).

New and old farm machinery lined up ready for the 

upcoming year, a couple of old buildings that creak and 

groan with the changing seasons.  All reminding us of the 

years gone past of an older generation which lived and 

raised their family on what has become the means to our 

existence today.  

Our cattle are just over the wooden fence this time of year.  

Our barn yard is full of excitement with young calves run-

ning, jumping and kicking getting used to their wobbly 

legs.  Mother cows mooing chasing down their calves 

to keep in order, trying to coax them up over the hill to 

higher ground.  

AMA Northlands Farm Family Award

There is evidence of a long and hard winter.  Bale wrap 

that will need to be discarded when the snow begins to 

melt, old fences will need to be replaced from some ambi-

tious mother cow pushing through.  And the old barn will 

need a bit of tender loving care too.  

As we wait for the suns warming of 

the ground, first sign of green grass, 

or the poke of the 

first flower we will 

then get our second 

wind.”

This is our way of life

The following is an excerpt from the 
family’s application;

On behalf of the Agricultural Service 
Board and Yellowhead County staff we 
would like to congratulate and thank 
them for all that they contribute to the 
community and to agriculture.

Yellowhead County Historical Programs & Facilities Grant

Yellowhead County has grant funding available to community groups in the County 

who are operating a historical facility and/or providing a historical program to the 

general public. Eligible facility based projects must be located in Yellowhead County. 

This grant may be used for general operational expenses such as utilities, staff and 

general maintenance and upgrading. It may also be used for capital improvements 

such as new building construction, grounds improvements, parking upgrades and 

acquisitions.  Applicants can only apply for 50% of the funding required for any 

capital project.

Eligible applicants will have non-profit societal status and must provide a copy of 

their last annual financial statement.  

Applicants that can show support from the community in the form of dollars, 

donated equipment and supplies, volunteer labor and/or support in principal will 

be given priority.
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The Safety House, that was recently purchased by Yellowhead 
County, with help from Conoco Phillips, Canadian Natural, 
Encana, and Yellowhead Gas, is going to be a great tool in 
teaching children, and their families, basics in fire safety 
and prevention. The Safety House will be used for public 

New Safety House Makes 
Fire Prevention & Safety 
Hands-On and Memorable

education throughout the county at 
Open Houses, school presentation, and 
anywhere else there is an opportunity for 
fire safety education and prevention training. 

The Safety House is an interactive tool that u s e s 
physical props to make difficult concepts like electricity, fire, 
and smoke accessible to young minds. The unique aspect 
to the Safety House is that children not only hear the ideas 
being taught, they also see and touch the props – making 
the lessons hands-on and help them to remember the ideas 
through play.
In addition, a smoke machine helps children learn to crawl 
under smoke to escape a fire, and a door gets warm to teach 
how to test a door in a fire. Various other interactive pieces 
also offer visual cues, such as a closet, cupboard, and medicine 
cabinet that all open to reveal hidden dangers. The house also 
includes an actual telephone hooked up to an extension from 
which a ‘dispatcher’ can role play with children to practice 
emergency calls. All of this is designed to make a lifelong and 

lifesaving impression on each child.

FIRE SAFETY

Yellowhead County 

residents depend on 

volunteer firefighters 

to defend their homes 

and families in case 

of an emergency. Men and 

women of all ages commit their time 

and expertise to get the training needed to help residents 

and visitors whenever there is a fire, vehicle collision or 

other emergency.

Yellowhead County maintains fire stations in Brule, 

Cadomin, Robb, Marlboro, Peers, Niton, Wildwood and 

Evansburg. We also partner with the municipalities of 

Edson and Hinton.

Volunteers are trained in First Aid, firefighting and rescue 

techniques, as well as dealing with hazardous materials. 

This extensive training ensures not only the best rescue 

techniques possible, but also gives volunteers skills to use 

in their professional and personal lives.

FIRE RESCUE

YE

LLOWHEAD COUNTY
New volunteers are always welcome at 
our fire stations throughout the county. 
Become a volunteer firefighter today!

Contact your local Station Chief or 
Yellowhead County Fire Chief  
Cory Chegwyn at 1-800-665-6030  
or www.yhcfirefighters.com.

Do you want to play a vital role in your 
community and learn valuable skills?
Do you want to save lives and  
people in need?

Then become a volunteer firefighter!

Get Involved! Volunteer with your local Fire Detachment
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DEVELOPMENT
Yellowhead County Council recently approved Bylaw 09.11 
(Enforcement Bylaw), which provides the Development 
Authority with new procedures and fines to enforce illegal 
developments in the County. Section 41 of the Yellowhead 
County Land Use Bylaw outlines these offences and fines.

Yellowhead County’s goal is to achieve compliance from all 
landowners for development on their lands. However, if the 
landowner does not comply a procedure has been approved 
to compel the landowner to legalize their development.

Approved Procedure

Step 1

The landowner who has not received development approval 
from the County will receive a letter outlining the violation 
and corrective measures required to comply with the Land 
Use Bylaw. A two week period will be given to the landowner 
to perform these corrective measures. The letter will also 
advise that a Stop Order and fine may be issued for non 
compliance. Also included in the letter will be notification 
that the fee for the development application will be double.

Step 2

If the landowner does not comply within the two week 
period, a Stop Order or fine will be issued. These fines are 
outlined in the fines and penalties table.

Step 3

If the landowner does not comply with the Stop Order, 
the file would be handed over to the County Solicitor for 

processing with the Provincial Court. If the fine has not been 
paid, a warrant may be issued for the landowner and the item 
will be dealt with through the Provincial Court.

FINES & PENALTIES – CONTRAVENTION OF
ANY PROVISION OF THE LAND USE BYLAW

First Offence $500.00

Second Offence  $750.00

Third Offence $1000.00

Development without an DOUBLE THE
approved Development Permit APPLICATION FEE

Residents who have any concerns or questions with respect 
to this enforcement bylaw are urged to contact the Plan-
ning Department at 1-800-665-6030 or 780-723-4800. Further 
information on this bylaw can also be view on the County 
website @ www.yellowheadcounty.ab.ca .

Station 1 – Located in Brule

Station 3 – Located in Cadomin

Station 4 – Located in Robb

Station 5 – Located in Marlboro

Station 7 – Located in Peers

Station 8 – Located in Niton Junction

Station 9 – Located in Wildwood

Station 10 – Located in Evansburg

FIRE CHIEF URGES VOIP & CELL  
USERS TO UPDATE ADDRESSESYHC Fire Stations

NEW ENFORCEMENT BYLAW – COUNTY LAND USE 

Calling 911 on your cell phone is an effective and direct 
method to get emergency services. Most cell phones 
are tied to a GPS system that pinpoints your loca-
tion with good accuracy. Yellowhead County Fire 
Chief Cory Chegwyn reminds those who have a 
Voice Over Internet Phone (VOIP), such as Vonage or 
MagicJack, to make sure you update your home 
address with your VOIP provider to 
ensure that Emergency Services have 
the correct address for your residence 
that corresponds to your phone. “Make 
sure,” Chegwyn notes, “that all your 
address information is correct and up 
to date with any mobile and VOIP 
phone providers you have a contract 
with, and make sure to give the 911 
operator the street address where 
the emergency is.”



Visit www.yellowheadcounty.ab.ca

Feel free to contact Yellowhead County’s 
Chief Administrative Officer or Directors 
with questions, concerns or comments.

Jack Ramme 
 – Chief Administrative Officer

Barb Lyons 
  – Director of Corporate and Planning Services

Don O’Quinn 
 – Director of Infrastructure Services

Debbie Charest 
 – Director of Community and Protective Services

Yellowhead County 
780-723-4800 
1-800-665-6030 
Fax: 780-723-5066

Hours of Operation 
Monday to Friday 
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Office Locations

Edson Office (Main) 
2716-1st Avenue 
Edson, AB T7E 1N9

Wildwood Office 
5215-50 Street

Visit the Yellowhead County Website. It is a 
quick and effective way to get the information 
you need about our programs and services.

RETURN UNDELIVERABLE 

CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO 

YELLOWHEAD COUNTY, 

2716 -1st Avenue, 

Edson,  AB  T7E 1N9

Prizes include 
• a $200 GAS CARD, 

• EMERGENCY ROADSIDE KIT, 

• SOFT COOLER PICNIC BASKET, 

• YELLOWHEAD CLOTHING & MORE. 

•  Do you feel the website is  

current and kept up to date?

•  Is the County website promoted and advertised 

enough? Does it have all the information you need? 

What are we missing - let us know?

We are currently looking at what you need from 

Yellowhead County’s website. Your input is crucial to 

how our new website should be developed. 

Go to www.yellowheadcounty.ab.ca/webinput.html to 

answer the questionnaire.

Resident Survey
COMPLETE OUR SHORT 9 QUESTION SURVEY FOR A CHANCE  
TO WIN OUR YELLOWHEAD COUNTY PRIZE PACK. 

Contest is not open to Yellowhead County EmployeesYour information will not be distributed or sold. 


